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INTRODUCTION 


In the ‘Definition of Maharishi Vedic University’, the first section of the 
book Maharishi Vedic University: Vedic Knowledge for Everyone,! Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi encapsulates his vision of ideal higher education. In this 
teaching, the scope of the university is conceived in terms of holistic 
knowledge: 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 


1 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (2019). Maharishi Vedic University: Vedic knowledge for 
everyone. Maharishi Vedic University Press. (E-book edition. First published 
1994.) 
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parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 
whole manifest, diverse universe.2 


In presenting his vision of education, Maharishi simultaneously lays out 
fundamental principles of his Vedic Science and Technology. This 
establishes the ground for the entire book, which offers, in the words of 
the sub-title, ‘Vedic Knowledge For Everyone’. Maharishi’s comprehensive 
and remarkable vision of education is accomplished in only a few pages: it 
is, we may feel, a miracle of teaching. 

In this article, I propose the unique value of ‘close reading’, an 
approach through which we can begin to see how beautifully, precisely, 
and profoundly Maharishi brings out this knowledge, with all the deep 
appreciation and fulfillment that emerges for readers and students of 
Maharishi Vedic Science. 

Maharishi taught his Science and Technology of Consciousness to the 
world over more than five decades. His teaching laid out a systematic path 
for the full development of every individual, in higher states of 
consciousness, and for the highest expression of collective life, 
invincibility to every nation, globally, as ‘Heaven on Earth’. 

Central to the teaching is Maharishi’s Transcendental Meditation 
program, its Advanced Techniques, and the TM-Sidhi program, including 
Yogic Flying. A scientific research program, extending over those decades, 
and widely published in international journals, has confirmed the 
principles underlying these programs, and has documented their unique 
and comprehensive effectiveness. 

Maharishi presented his teaching first as the Science of Being and Art 
of Living; then as the Science of Creative Intelligence; and, as its 
culmination, Maharishi Vedic Science. Maharishi laid out the principles of 
Maharishi Vedic Science in a series of books published in the 1990s. 

The first of these books, Maharishi Vedic University: Vedic Knowledge 
For Everyone, presents not only Maharishi’s teaching on higher education 
based on Maharishi Vedic Science, but the principles and teaching of 
Maharishi Vedic Science itself; hence the subtitle of the book. 

Throughout his teaching Maharishi emphasised the central 
importance of ideal education in creating an ideal society. The 
development of inner values, through Maharishi’s Technologies of 
Consciousness, is needed to supplement the focus on outer values of 
modern education: 


2 Ibid. p. 14. 
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The system is there, it has been evolved, it has been tried, and it has 
proved its value in every part of the world. Now it is left to the wise 
men responsible for the field of education to put this in the 
curriculum of the students in the colleges and universities so that a 
new humanity may be born—free from shortcomings, free from 
ignorance about the inner values of life, and more developed in their 
fuller personalities.3 


Three decades after this early statement, Maharishi unfolded in detail, in 
Maharishi Vedic University: Vedic Knowledge For Everyone, the theme of 
‘inner values of life’ in his Vedic Science, particularly as they apply to 
higher education. This article presents a reading of the first section of the 
book, titled ‘Definition of Maharishi Vedic University’.* 

This is the first of two sections in the book which are given the title 
of a ‘definition’: the other is ‘Maharishi’s Vedic Science: Definition and 
Scope’, which occurs later in the text.” ‘Definition of Maharishi Vedic 
University’, presented first, therefore plays a foundational role in the 
structure of the book. 

The idea of a definition indicates that the teaching is systematic, and, 
indeed, formal: it places the teaching of the book in the context of a 
logically developed system of knowledge. The reader is alerted to pay 
attention to that development, to its terms, sequence, and internal 
relationships. This relates to Maharishi’s description of this knowledge as 
a science: Maharishi Vedic Science. It directs us to look carefully at this first 
step as the foundation of the book that follows. 

As we will see, Maharishi’s approach to definition is through the 
name, ‘Maharishi Vedic University’, which is a teaching in itself. Maharishi’s 
analysis of the name constitutes a concise and comprehensive 
presentation of the principles of Maharishi Vedic Science applied to higher 
education. There are five sections in the ‘Definition of Maharishi Vedic 
University’ (abbreviated as ‘the Definition’ henceforward). The first three 
expound the individual words, ‘Maharishi’, ‘Vedic’, ‘University’; the fourth 
takes the three words together, ‘Maharishi Vedic University’; and the fifth 
expounds the outcome for the student of ideal education, ‘Fruit of All 


3 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (2019). Science of Being and art of living. Maharishi Vedic 
University Press, pp. 234-235 (E-book edition. First published 1963). 

4 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 2-14. 

5 Ibid., pp. 153-169. This section is re-presented with introductory points in the 
subsequent book: Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (1995). Maharishi’s absolute theory of 
government: Automation in administration. Maharishi Prakashan, pp. 252-267. 


15 


Definition of Maharishi Vedic University 


Knowledge’. The Definition stands as a unified whole, containing in 
compact form the central principles which are elaborated throughout the 
book. 

Further, the subtitle of the book, Vedic Knowledge For Everyone, gives 
the Definition a unique standing. The subtitle indicates that this is the 
teaching of Vedic Knowledge which Maharishi is offering to all readers— 
indeed to all people—regardless of their background. It follows that the 
terms and development of this section may be taken as building step by 
step for every reader, from first principles. 

There are, then, good reasons for studying the Definition. The 
question is then how best to go about it. I want to propose the value of 
what we may call close reading. The phrase is used in modern humanities 
scholarship to include slow reading, deep reading, textual analysis, and 
analytic philosophy and other such approaches. In this article I have 
redefined and expanded the method in ways that are, I think, more 
appropriate to working with the text of Maharishi’s Definition. 

I have outlined the grounds for this approach in a former article.® 
There I suggested that the approach should be seen in the context of 
Maharishi’s teaching on the role of intellectual understanding as one of the 
two aspects necessary to the development of higher states of 
consciousness: 


The first is that of gaining a clear intellectual conception of the Truth 
through a proper understanding of Reality reached by listening, 
thinking, contemplating, and discriminating intellectually between 
Its various aspects. This, however, satisfies only the mind. The other 
aspect is that of knowing Reality by direct experience, which satisfies 
the heart. This is gained through Transcendental Meditation.” 


These four terms—‘listening, thinking, contemplating, and discriminating 
intellectually—have been drawn on to structure the method of close 
reading developed in this article. In reading Maharishi’s published 
writings, I advocated the value of respect, care, and attention. I noted 
Maharishi’s teaching on the way in which new meanings unfold as 
consciousness develops, which points to the value of reading and re- 


6 Wells, G. A. (2021). Scholarship and Maharishi Vedic Science: Some reflections. 
Journal of Maharishi Vedic Research Institute, 16, 37-62. 

7 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (2021). Maharishi Mahesh Yogi on the Bhagavad-Gita: A new 
translation and commentary with Sanskrit text: Chapters 1 to 6. Maharishi Vedic 
University Press, pp. 455-456. (E-book edition. First published 1967). 
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reading. We are here taking time to notice, to think, and to reflect, in order 
to understand Maharishi’s teaching more deeply, as active and attentive 
learners. Taking time, I suggest, is central to that approach. 

In particular, this article focuses attention on three elements of the 
text. These elements are not intended to be exhaustive, but rather to 
indicate what close reading of this kind might entail. 

The first is what we might call the technical terms of Maharishi Vedic 
Science. These are the key words and phrases which Maharishi has placed 
in the centre of his teaching: for example, ‘consciousness’, ‘intelligence’, 
‘pure knowledge’. I have noted that these words and phrases have 
meanings in ordinary usage, but are likely to take on expanded, and often 
entirely different, meanings and dimensions in Maharishi’s teaching. 
Identifying these terms and phrases, and paying attention to the way they 
are used is, I suggest, the first task of close reading. 

A second element is the way in which Maharishi develops these 
terms, and the teaching as a whole. For example, as we will see, Maharishi 
often presents his teaching in explicitly logical structures of thought that 
take the reader forward. There are also linked phrases, or clauses, which 
are presented as equivalent, or parallel, or closely connected in some other 
way, elaborating each other. There are longer passages, where Maharishi 
lays out the extended meanings and significance of a particular term or 
phrase. And, over the course of the Definition, terms, phrases, and 
principles that have been introduced in earlier parts are taken forward 
into new contexts where Maharishi brings out expanding dimensions of 
them. A third element consists of principles: concise statements which 
Maharishi places at the centre of his teaching, and continues to develop, 
often across decades of writing and lectures. These may be framed as 
sentences, such as ‘Knowledge is structured in consciousness’, or as 
phrases, such as ‘fruit of all knowledge’. 

Maharishi brings attention to particular parts of these elements 
through, for example, repeated use, often in developing contexts; 
references to degree, particularly the highest degree; references to reach 
in space and time; and statements of exclusivity. These are central to our 
reading. It is important to emphasise that this kind of close reading should 
not be taken, in any sense, as commentary or exegesis. In working with 
Maharishi’s text no external position is taken and no external evaluation of 
itis attempted. Nor is any element added. As the content of the first section 
of the Definition makes clear, such an approach would not be tenable, to 
say the least of it. Our discussion is entirely internal to the Definition: it 
takes Maharishi’s teaching as it is given, paragraph by paragraph. The 
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content of the article can be checked directly against the text of the 
Definition. In some places, where it seemed useful and necessary, I have 
indicated related or explanatory passages by Maharishi, mainly in this 
book, and, where appropriate, in other books by Maharishi. 

As noted in the title of this article, the discussion in this article is one 
reading; it is not presented as final in any of its dimensions—technical 
terms, logical development, structure, and so on—simply as careful, 
attentive, and reflective. The meanings and significance of this knowledge 
unfold with the reader, with re-reading, and through interchanges with 
other readers. The intent of the article is collaborative. It is also, 
unreservedly, a celebration of Maharishi’s teaching in the Definition, and 
as a whole, with its implications for gaining the highest value of individual 
and collective life, now and for future generations. The article may, I hope, 
suggest a basis for future close reading work. Its arena is the first section 
of the book Maharishi Vedic University, 13 pages in length. The text of the 
book which then follows opens to close reading an ocean of knowledge; 
and there many other books by Maharishi to follow.8 


MAHARISHI 


The first element of the Definition is given as the first word of the name, 
‘Maharishi’, in the title, ‘Maharishi Vedic University’. This immediately 
indicates that the definition of Maharishi Vedic University is to be analysed 
in terms of the words that constitute its name.? 


Maharishi—1, 2, and 31° 


Maharishi means Maha-Rishi. 
Maha means great, and Rishi means seer. 


8 Science of Being and art of living. op cit., ‘Appendix F: Maharishi’s Books’. 

9 This approach implements a foundational principle of Maharishi Vedic Science, 
which Maharishi developed in detail later in this book and elsewhere. See, for 
example, Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., p. 189; and Maharishi’s absolute theory 
of government: Automation in administration, op. cit., pp. 456-457. 

10 Throughout this article, I take Maharishi’s text one paragraph at a time, in sequence. 
Each paragraph is indexed by the section of the Definition, as in ‘Maharishi’, and by 
its numbered position in the sequence of paragraphs in the section, numbering from 
the beginning of the section, as in ‘Maharishi—4’. There are a few exceptions to this 
approach where it seems more appropriate, by sense and formatting, to link 
paragraphs; this first grouping is one such exception, ‘Maharishi—1, 2, and 3’. 
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Following the principle outlined above, Maharishi analyses the name 
‘Maharishi’ into two parts, ‘Maha-’ and ‘Rishi’. The verb ‘means’ is central: 
the analysis is derived from the meaning of the two terms. ‘Rishi’ is the 
noun, the substantive; ‘Maha~’ is the adjective. The hyphen indicates that 
the name ‘Maharishi’ consists of ‘Rishi’, seer, qualified by ‘Maha-’, great. 
Precisely what these words mean Maharishi will now elaborate. ‘Rishi 
means seer’: Although two terms clearly occur in modern translations of 
the Vedic Literature, here they are presented as technical terms of 
Maharishi Vedic Science, as is the teaching which links them, which 
Maharishi now goes on to explain. 


Maharishi—4 


‘Rishi’ sees the truth; ‘Maharishi’ enlivens the truth in the life of 
everyone. 


The idea of a seer is contained in the common meaning of the word: a seer 
is one who sees. However, in the context of Maharishi Vedic Science, 
Maharishi explains, the title of ‘seer’ refers to a direct experience of the 
enlightened awareness on that level.!! ‘The’ truth indicates that which 
alone is truth. What ‘truth’ refers to is a central theme of this teaching, and 
itis, as Maharishi will explain, entirely different from that of contemporary 
usage. Its nature and scope in Maharishi Vedic Science is developed in the 
paragraphs that follow in this section, and throughout the book as a whole. 

The use of single inverted commas, ‘Maharishi’, confers generality on 
the name. Exalted as is the life of the seer, Maharishi teaches, that of 
‘Maharishi’ is even greater, in a supreme sense which gives meaning to the 
adjective ‘Maha-’ great. The principal distinction Maharishi makes is 
between ‘sees the truth’ and ‘enlivens the truth in the life of everyone’. 
Some key elements of these descriptions can be noted. 

First, Maharishi points out, by implication, that to be enlivened the 
truth first has to be available, seen; hence ‘Rishi’, seer, is embedded in the 
name of that highest level, ‘Maharishi’. 

Second, the highest level consists of truth not only seen but also 
enlivened. 

Third, this enlivenment is made available not to one, or a few, 
students, which traditionally might have been the case, but, all-inclusively, 
to every individual on earth. 


1t See Maharishi’s absolute theory of government, op. cit., p. 398. 
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Fourth, that enlivenment of truth is ‘in the life’ of everyone. 
Maharishi’s teaching is that through this enlivenment daily living becomes 
a natural expression of truth. How this is to be accomplished for the 
student is laid out further in this section, and in detail in this book. 

Fifth, the word ‘enlivens’ implies an internal frame of reference, that 
which is already present but not yet enlivened. Maharishi now begins to 
unfold the full vision of this reality. 


Maharishi—5 


Rishi sees the truth, the Veda, the inner reality of everyone’s life; 
Maharishi shows the truth, the Veda, within everyone, and enlivens the 
Veda, the structure of pure knowledge and infinite organizing power— 
the total potential of Natural Law—within everyone. 


Maharishi here expands upon the concise descriptions of the previous 
paragraph. That truth which is seen by the Rishi is now shown to have a 
name, ‘the Veda’. We do not yet know what that Veda is, but since it is 
equated with ‘truth’ it is clear that it is central. 

Before elaborating on the term Maharishi states that it is personal to 
everyone’s life. It is ‘inner’, not outer; it is ‘reality’; and it is that for 
everyone. This is a teaching of universal scope: that there is a level of truth; 
that it is a reality; that it is found as an inner reality within; and that it is 
available to everyone, as the common reality of everyone’s life. It is an 
expanded view of the phrase of the previous paragraph, ‘the truth in the 
life of everyone’. We note that Maharishi repeats the phrase ‘within 
everyone’, giving it particular emphasis. 

The primary distinction Maharishi makes is between ‘sees’ and 
‘shows’: ‘sees’ is within the individual, although on that universal level; 
‘shows’ is directed to others. The second active verb is, again, ‘enlivens’; 
and again, the effect of this is ‘for everyone’. This is a higher level, hence 
Maha-, great. 

Maharishi gives more insight into the nature of that truth which is 
Veda, with the two qualifying clauses: ‘the structure of pure knowledge 
and its infinite organizing power’; and ‘the total potential of Natural Law’. 
The adjectives ‘pure’, ‘infinite’, and ‘total, and the phrases that contain 
them are underpinnings of the concept of ‘truth’. These are, as Maharishi 
goes on to explain in the Definition and in the book, foundational teachings 
in Maharishi Vedic Science. 
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Maharishi—6 


Rishi is a seer. Maharishi is a teacher. Maharishi enlivens the 
knowledge and experience of the Veda, the total potential of Natural 
Law, within the physiology of everyone. 


The teaching is that ‘Maharishi’ is both seer and teacher. Teaching is 
equated with enlivenment. Maharishi elaborates on that enlivenment as 
‘knowledge and experience of Veda’, two central ideas which Maharishi 
Vedic Science and Maharishi Vedic University rest on, as Maharishi 
develops in the Definition and throughout the book. 

Moreover, that enlivenment, of knowledge and experience of Veda, 
occurs, Maharishi teaches, ‘within the physiology of everyone’. Again, the 
implication is of the existing reality, which needs only to be enlivened. This 
relates to the discovery of ‘Veda and Vedic Literature in Human Physiology’, 
which is celebrated on the covers of the book and is laid out in detail later 
in a later section.!2 ‘Total potential of Natural Law’ is again emphasised, 
and is elaborated through its linkage to ‘knowledge and experience of 
Veda’. 


Maharishi—7 


Rishi cognizes the Veda; Maharishi, the great seer, applies the Veda to 
the practicalities of daily life. 


To ‘see’ is now equated with ‘cognize’, the technical term of Maharishi 
Vedic Science which describes the nature of the experience. The ‘great’ 
component of ‘Maharishi’ is now equated with teaching, the application of 
Veda. What it is applied to are ‘the practicalities of daily life’. So ‘life’ and 
‘physiology’ come together as practicalities of daily life: life, as it is 
naturally lived, by everyone. The whole description relates back to the 
earlier paragraph Maharishi—4, in the opening of the section: ‘Maharishi’ 
enlivens the truth in the life of everyone. 

All of this teaching is gathered together in the concluding paragraph 
of the section. 


12 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 164-165. Maharishi refers here to the book 
Nader, T. (2000). Human physiology: Expression of Veda and the Vedic literature— 
modern science and ancient Vedic science discover the fabrics of immortality in the 
human physiology, 4th edition. Maharishi Vedic University (First published 1994). 
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1,2,3 
para 4 
para 5 
everyone's tive 
the structure of 
pure knowledge 
and its infinite 
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= the total potential 
ofan La 
the knowledge and 
para 6 = experience of the Veda 
the total potential 
of Natural Law 
within the physiology 
of everyone 
para 7 applies the Veda to 
the practicalities 
of daily life 
the custodian of 
supreme intelligence 
the fountain-head of 
pure knowledge, the 
Veda, and its infinite 
? organizing power 
para 


Figure 1: Structure and logical development of the ‘Maharishi’ section 
(lefthand side ‘Maharishi’; righthand side ‘Rishi’; centre ‘Veda’). 
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Maharishi—8 


Maharishi is the custodian of supreme intelligence; Maharishi 
Consciousness is the fountain-head of pure knowledge, the Veda, and 
its infinite organizing power. 


A custodian has full responsibility for, cares for, preserves, protects, makes 
available, has full ownership of. The term ‘supreme intelligence’ affirms its 
ultimate authenticity. To give a glimpse of it, Maharishi introduces a new 
term, ‘Maharishi Consciousness’, defined in terms of its reality on the level 
of ‘pure knowledge, the Veda, and its infinite organizing power’. The word 
‘fountain-head’ carries the sense of emergence from that level, as 
Maharishi goes on to explain. 

This paragraph presents the culmination of all that has been said in 
this section, gathered together. 

In this section Maharishi simultaneously develops two themes. One 
is the distinction between ‘Maharishi’ and ‘Rishi’, a distinction made 
primarily to illuminate the meaning of ‘Maharishi. The second is the 
nature of that ultimate truth which is seen and enlivened by ‘Maharishi’ for 
everyone. The structure and logical development of this section is 
exampled in Figure 1. 


VEDIC 


The second element of the definition is the second word of the name 
Maharishi Vedic University, ‘Vedic. As we have seen, Maharishi has 
introduced ‘Veda’ in the first section, defined in terms such as these: 


‘the truth, the Veda’ 

‘the inner reality of everyone’s life’ 

‘within everyone’ 

‘the structure of pure knowledge and infinite organizing power’ 
‘the total potential of Natural Law’ 

‘within the physiology of everyone’ 

‘the fountain-head of pure knowledge’ 


Maharishi now elaborates these defining phrases. The word ‘Vedic’ has a 


meaning in contemporary usage but, from the perspective of Maharishi 
Vedic Science, it is a limited one. Maharishi restores its complete vision. 
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Vedic—1 and 2 


Vedic means pertaining to Veda. 
Veda means knowledge, pure knowledge, complete knowledge. 


Maharishi presents the adjective ‘Vedic’ as including all that has been said 
of ‘Veda’ in the first section. 

The word ‘knowledge’ occurs each defining phrase. To the previous 
phrase ‘pure knowledge’ is added the dimension of ‘complete knowledge’. 
The idea of ‘complete’ connects to the foregoing ‘infinite organizing power’ 
and ‘total potential of Natural Law’. The importance of ‘complete’ is clear: 
there is only one ‘complete’; any other knowledge is, by definition, less 
than complete, with all that that implies. 


Vedic—3 
Veda is defined as Mantra and Brahmana. 


aaeoa mnd 


Mantra Brahmanayor-Veda nama dheyam. 
(Apastambha Shrautasttram, 24.1.31) 


Here is Maharishi’s precise definition of ‘Veda’ in Maharishi Vedic Science. 
Maharishi draws the definition directly from the Vedic Literature, 
establishing it, properly understood, as the ultimate, authentic source. 

The use of the word ‘defined’ makes it clear that ‘Mantra’ and 
‘Brahmana’ are technical terms, to be treated and understood in a formal 
way, continuing the mode of development of the Definition as a whole. It 
indicates that these are terms whose meaning and use is now to be 
systematically developed. 


Vedic—4 


Mantras are the structure of pure knowledge, the sounds of the Veda; 
Brahmanas are the internal dynamics of the structure of pure 
knowledge, the organizing power of the Mantras, the intelligence that 
structures the Mantras—the structuring dynamics of the Mantras. 


Here Maharishi gives us elaborations of the foundational terms that have 
been introduced. ‘Mantras’, a new term in the plural, is defined as ‘The 
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structure of pure knowledge’ and identified with ‘the sounds of the Veda’— 
a central step in Maharishi’s teaching of his Vedic Science, which gives rise 
to an entire body of new knowledge.!? 

Similarly, ‘Brahmanas’ are defined as the ‘internal dynamics’ of the 
structure of pure knowledge. This is linked to ‘organizing power’. 
Previously, ‘organizing power’ has been a component of the holistic 
description of the Veda, as in ‘the structure of pure knowledge and its 
organizing power’. Now it is elaborated as ‘the internal dynamics of the 
structure of pure knowledge’. 

In another new step ‘organizing power’ is identified with 
‘intelligence’, of a kind which structures the Mantras; hence the linking and 
defining phrase the ‘structuring dynamics of the Mantras’. 

We note that the two terms, ‘intelligence’ and ‘structuring dynamics’ 
are placed together. This is a deep principle of Maharishi Vedic Science 
which Maharishi will explain in coming sections of the Definition and in 
detail in later sections of this book."4 


Vedic—5 


Because Mantras and Brahmanas both together constitute the Veda, 
the word ‘Vedic’ is meaningful for both aspects of the Veda—Mantra 
and Brahmana. 


Maharishi explains that the description of Mantra and Brahmana as ‘Vedic’ 
derives from the nature of the ultimate reality, Veda, in which both are 
found, as described in the previous paragraph. Together with the previous 
paragraph, this takes the understanding of Mantra and Brahmana far 
beyond categories of literary texts. It has the effect of identifying where 
that limited view has its roots and in the same stroke remedying it. 

The authentic understanding of Mantra and Brahmana in terms of 
Veda is thus established by Maharishi in this first section of the book, a 
foundation which is built upon as the teaching proceeds. 


Vedic—6 


Mantra and Brahmana together representing the structure and 
function of the Veda—the structure and function of Natural Law, the 


13 See Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘What is consciousness?’, pp. 36-38. 
14 Ibid., and ‘Consciousness, Existence, Intelligence’, pp. 38-40. 
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structure and function of the organizing power of Natural Law— 
embody the system or law that organizes order and promotes the 
processes of creation and evolution. 


This paragraph is in two parts. The first part summarises the teaching so 
far, with important additions; the second extends it to universal processes. 

In the first part, the term ‘function’ is established, through the pairing 
of terms, as equivalent to the previous phrase, ‘structuring dynamics’. 
Similarly, ‘Natural Law’ is established as equivalent to ‘Veda’. The term has 
been introduced in the first section (Maharishi—5) as ‘the total potential 
of Natural Law’. 

‘Organizing power’ has also been introduced in the first section of the 
Definition. In the second section it has been associated with the 
Brahmanas, as ‘the organizing power of the Mantras’. Here Maharishi 
explains that on this ultimate level organizing power is the organizing 
power of Natural Law. Organizing power is derived from structure and 
function of the Veda together. The phrase ‘structure and function’ occurs 
three times in this paragraph, its central theme. 

With this detailed explanation in place, Maharishi moves to universal 
principles. We know from modern science that the universe is governed by 
laws, and scientists can observe the way they govern the operations of 
nature. Maharishi here teaches that Natural Law—the laws of Nature 
taken as a whole—is derived from the structure and function of Veda, 
which is therefore at the foundation of the infinite display of creation. It 
‘embodies’—a verb which indicates the reality, comprehending all parts in 
a single whole—the ‘system’ or ‘law’. It ‘organizes order’ everywhere, and 
‘promotes the processes of creation and evolution’ everywhere.!° 


Vedic—7 


This is how pure knowledge, the Veda, in itself is the potential of 
organizing power; it is the structure of organizing power. Veda is the 
structure of pure knowledge with infinite organizing power. 


15 Maharishi’s teaching on creation, evolution, and order is found throughout his 
lectures and writings. Foundational principles are laid out in Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 
on the Bhagavad-Gita, op. cit., pp. 22-23. In terms of Maharishi Vedic Science, this 
teaching is presented, for example, in the section ‘Consciousness, Existence, 
Intelligence’ in Maharishi Vedic University, as noted above, and in Maharishi’s 
absolute theory of government, op. cit., pp. 14-22. 
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‘Potential’ is a word that was introduced in the previous section, ‘total 
potential of Natural Law’ (Maharishi—5). The common usage of the word 
carries the senses of both ‘capable of coming into being, latent’, and 
‘possessing great power, potent’:!¢ both senses apply here, as the previous 
paragraphs of this section have laid out. 

The term ‘structure’ makes it clear that this potential has an internal 
order. Together ‘potential’ (related to ‘power’) and ‘structure’ (related to 
‘organizing’) constitute ‘organizing power. The concept of ‘infinite 
organizing power’ has been introduced in the previous section, in 
introducing Veda (Maharishi—5) and again in presenting Maharishi 
Consciousness (Maharishi—8). 

This entire reality, Maharishi teaches, has the name ‘Veda’. This 
paragraph summarises in two sentences, using the technical language of 
Maharishi Vedic Science that has now been developed in the Definition, the 
teaching concerning Veda to this point. The words ‘in itself’ may 
foreshadow the full revelation of the self-referral, self-interacting 
dynamics of consciousness in Maharishi Vedic Science developed later in 
the book.!” The footnote to this paragraph is: 


As knowledge has organizing power, pure knowledge, the Veda, has 
infinite organizing power (Information Theory). 


This important principle of Maharishi Vedic Science is presented here as a 
logical construction. Modern Information Theory, Maharishi observes, 
provides the scientific principle ‘knowledge has organizing power’.18 We 
have seen from the foregoing teaching that pure knowledge, the Veda, is 
the highest level of knowledge, complete knowledge of order, creation, and 
evolution (Vedic—2 and 6), which is infinite in extent. 

Maharishi then derives the conclusion from these two linked 
principles: ‘(Pure) knowledge, the Veda, has (infinite) organizing power’ 


16 Oxford English Dictionary (OED). In matters of semantics and etymology of the 
English language, I take the OED to be authoritative. 

17 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘What is consciousness?’ and ‘Consciousness, 
Existence, and Intelligence’. 

18 See, for example: McKay, D. (2003). Information, inference, and learning algorithms. 
Cambridge University Press. 
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Vedic—8 


Veda is the structure and function of pure knowledge. It encompasses 
the whole range of science and technology; it is theory and practice at 
the same time; it is the structure of total knowledge—Samhita of Rishi, 
Devata, Chhandas—the togetherness of the observer, process of 
observation, and object of observation. 


‘Science and technology’ is a phrase which parallels ‘structure and 
function’. Science and technology is identified with ‘theory and practice’; 
this emphasises that Maharishi Vedic Science is a science engaged with 
both theory and practice. Here, however, it is said to encompass the ‘whole 
range’ of science and technology; that is, beyond the range of modern 
science and technology. Moreover, theory and practice arise not in 
sequence, as in the modern context, but ‘at the same time’—a central 
teaching of Maharishi Vedic Science which Maharishi will elaborate. 

‘The structure of total knowledge’ is a new phrase in the Definition, 
bringing together the main elements of the teaching on Veda which has 
previously been developed. ‘Whole range’ is echoed in ‘total knowledge’. 

That structure is then identified with ‘Samhita of Rishi, Devata, 
Chhandas’, defined as ‘togetherness of the observer, process of 
observation, and object of observation’. This three-fold structure, and its 
reality as the structure of total knowledge, is a primary teaching of 
Maharishi Vedic Science, which Maharishi elaborates in detail later in the 
book.!? 


Vedic—9 


Therefore, ‘Vedic’ includes the whole path of knowledge from the 
knower to the known—the whole field of subjectivity, objectivity, and 
their relationship; the whole field of life, unmanifest and manifest; the 
whole field of ‘Being’ and ‘Becoming’; the whole range of knowledge 
from its source to its goal—the eternal source, course, and goal of all 
knowledge. 


19 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘What is consciousness?’ and ‘Consciousness, 
Existence, and Intelligence’; and Nader, T. (2021). One unbounded ocean of 
consciousness. Penguin Random House Grupo Editorial. 
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The first word ‘Therefore’ indicates that all the principles developed so far 
are being brought to bear on the teaching of this paragraph and its vast 
scope. The word ‘includes’ may be read in the sense of ‘is inclusive of’. It is 
an all-encompassing term. 
The overarching teaching of the paragraph is contained in the first 
clause, ‘the whole path of knowledge from the knower to the known’. The 
idea of a ‘path’ is elaborated in detail in later sections of the book: 
Maharishi explains that it is a living path of knowledge.?° 
Then follows a series of identity, or equivalence, clauses. Each 
contains a profound teaching of Maharishi Vedic Science: 


1. ‘the whole field of subjectivity, objectivity, and their relationship’: 


This phrase elaborates the description in the previous paragraph, 
‘the togetherness of the observer, process of observation, and 
object of observation’. 


. ‘the whole field of life, unmanifest and manifest’: These are two 


terms new to the Definition, but well-established in Maharishi’s 
teaching.”! In this way the continuity between Maharishi’s early 
teaching and the later teaching of this book is made clear. 


. ‘the whole field of ‘Being’ and ‘Becoming”: Again, these two terms 


are explained at length in Maharishi’s early teaching, as 
referenced above. 


. ‘the whole range of knowledge from its source to its goal—the 


eternal source, course, and goal of all knowledge’: In terms of 
scope, or range, this elaborates phrases of the preceding 
paragraph, ‘the whole range of science and technology’, ‘the 
structure of total knowledge’. Here, however, it is also framed in 
terms of ‘source’ and ‘goal’, as Maharishi goes on to expound in 
this book.22 


We note the introduction and repeated use of the phrase ‘whole field’, 
which is used in three of these central descriptions, illuminated further by 
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Maharishi Vedic University, op, cit., ‘Complete Knowledge Unfolds Through Analysis 
and Synthesis’, pp. 30-34. 
See, for example: Science of Being and art of living, op. cit., Section 1: ‘What is Being?’ 
Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Complete Knowledge Unfolds Through Analysis 
and Synthesis’, pp. 30-34, ‘Evolution of Consciousness’, pp. 40-45. 
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the fourth description, ‘whole range’. The existence of a first field of nature, 
the Unified Field of pure intelligence, is a first principle of Maharishi Vedic 
Science, as Maharishi subsequently explains.22 The word ‘eternal’ is 
introduced here for the first time in the Definition, a term which places this 
description on an ultimate level beyond contemporary conceptions of 
creation and time, as Maharishi goes on to state. 


Vedic—10 


The word ‘Vedic’ encompasses the whole unbounded field of space and 
time, from point to infinity. 


This description builds on the phrase ‘the whole field’ of the previous 
paragraph. The first clause brings attention to the material world, the 
universe, as ‘the whole unbounded field of space and time’. We note again 
the use of the phrase ‘whole. ..field’, which arose in the previous paragraph. 

The second clause, ‘from point to infinity’ expounds upon the word 
‘unbounded’. The phrase is a first principle of Maharishi Vedic Science, in 
Maharishi’s teaching on the self-referral dynamics of pure intelligence.24 
In this vision of unlimited scope, Maharishi gathers together the teaching 
of this section. 


UNIVERSITY 


The two words that form the headings of the first two sections, ‘Maharishi’ 
and ‘Vedic’, are adjectival in the title phrase, Maharishi Vedic University 
(‘Maharishi is also, of course, both a title and a noun but in this phrase the 
word plays the role of an adjective). These two words, elaborated in the 
teaching of the first two sections, establish the ground in knowledge for 
describing the kind of university that is to be presented. 

‘University’, as the noun in this title, is thus the particular focus of the 
third section of the Definition. Seen in the light of the teaching of the first 
two sections, Maharishi presents in this section a conception, new to the 
modern age, of what higher education can and should be. 


23 Ibid., pp. 39-40. 
24 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 207-213. 


30 


Journal of Maharishi Vedic Research Institute 


University—1 


University means: 


UNIVERSITY 


| | 


Unity diversified 


| | 


first Unified —> then —+ diversified 


first | then ee 
Knowledge knowledge 


‘First ‘Unified Knowledge’, then ‘diversified knowledge’: this is the proper 
sequence of imparting knowledge’. Maharishi applies the same approach 
to meaning here as has been adopted for the discussion of ‘Maharishi’; that 
is, a close analysis of the language units. 

The two linguistic units of ‘university’—that is, ‘uni..’ and 
‘...versity’—Maharishi identifies with ‘unity’ and ‘diversified’. Together, it is 
implied, these constitute knowledge taken as a whole; knowledge being 
the central concern of higher education. Interestingly, the etymology of the 
word ‘university’ includes the meanings of ‘the whole’, ‘entire’, 
‘ageregate’2° Maharishi’s use of the term embraces that historical 
dimension, but more importantly brings to the term the complete 
knowledge and meanings of Maharishi Vedic Science, which 
comprehensive redefine it. Both words, unified and diversified, are new at 
this point in the development of the Definition. Maharishi brings to the 
language analysis the dimension of sequence—‘first Unified then 
diversified’—which moves it into the educational arena as practice, ‘first 
Unified Knowledge then diversified knowledge’ 

Diversified knowledge, it is understood, refers to the standard work 
of the contemporary university. Maharishi firmly places it second in the 
sequence of tasks of imparting and acquiring knowledge in higher 
education. It is still included in the scope of higher education, an integral 
part of it, but second. What comes first is ‘Unified Knowledge’, again new 
terminology in the Definition (although it is implied by the previous 


25 Oxford English Dictionary. 
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account of knowledge, in phrases such as ‘the whole range of knowledge’, 
Vedic—9). We note the difference in upper case initials between the two 
kinds of knowledge, reflecting Maharishi’s view of their difference of 
status, as is expanded upon in this section. 

This first principle of education in Maharishi Vedic University is 
explained in detail in the paragraphs which follow. The word ‘then’, which 
is repeated in this paragraph, places unmistakable emphasis on this 
sequence; a principle which is new to the modern world and, Maharishi 
teaches, central to both the remaking of education and to the remaking of 
the world society that is structured by education. 


University—2 


First ‘Unified Knowledge; then ‘diversified knowledge’; this is the 
proper sequence of imparting knowledge. This is actually the most 
ancient Vedic theme of imparting knowledge, which is now becoming 
fully utilized in Maharishi Vedic University. 


Maharishi presents the point as unambiguous: the concluding principle of 
the preceding paragraph is immediately repeated. It is further 
strengthened by the phrase, ‘proper sequence’; any other approach is less 
than that. For ‘proper’ we may read ‘right’, that is, in accord with its 
standard meaning of proper as ‘genuine’, or ‘true’2© However, Maharishi 
goes on to provide support for this description by identifying it with ‘the 
most ancient Vedic theme. Maharishi has explained throughout his 
teaching that the Vedic knowledge is the true and ultimate foundation of 
life.2”7 Here ‘most ancient’ emphasises its authenticity.28 The term ‘Vedic’ 
has now been explained in detail in the previous section, and the teaching 
laid out there bears on the present paragraph. ‘Imparting knowledge’ 
emphasises the role of the teacher in the educational process. Here the 
process of teaching is connected to the theme of complete knowledge, 
through the analysis of ‘Vedic’. 


26 Oxford English Dictionary. 

27 Speaking of the teaching of Lord Krishna, Maharishi writes: “He brought to light 
absolute Being as the basic Reality of life and established It as the foundation of all 
thinking, which in turn is the basis of all doing. This philosophy of Being, thinking, 
and doing is the true philosophy of the integrated life”. Maharishi Mahesh Yogi on the 
Bhagavad-Gita, op. cit., ‘Preface’, p. 9. 

28 “The truth of Vedic Wisdom is by its very nature independent of time and can 
therefore never be lost.” Ibid., p. 9. 
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Maharishi emphasises that it is the principle of sequence, from 
Unified Knowledge to diversified knowledge, that characterises the 
teaching process of Maharishi Vedic University. Moreover, it is in the 
educational system of Maharishi Vedic University that the principle of 
sequence is ‘fully utilized’. That is, there may be degrees of implementing 
a principle of this kind in the educational processes of other institutions, 
but in Maharishi Vedic University alone is that implementation complete. 


University—3 and 4 
This eternal theme of Vedic Knowledge is expressed as: 


Samhita of Rishi, Devata, Chhandas 


| | 


Unified diversified 
Knowledge knowledge 


First ‘Unified Knowledge’, then ‘diversified 
knowledge’—first knowledge of the WHOLE, 
then knowledge of the PART. 


‘Vedic Knowledge’ is a new phrase, the content of which was developed at 
the end of the previous section, ‘the whole range of knowledge from its 
source to its goal—the eternal source, course, and goal of all knowledge’. 
As in the previous section (Vedic—9), the word ‘eternal’ is used, applied to 
Vedic Knowledge, which is capitalised, thus indicating its high status. The 
Samhita of Rishi, Devata, Chhandas has also been introduced in the 
previous section as ‘the structure of total knowledge’, ‘the togetherness of 
observer, process of observation, and observed’ (Vedic—8). 

In the second University diagram, Maharishi then identifies two 
parts of the phrase ‘Samhita of Rishi, Devata, Chhandas’ and links them 
separately to the two key terms of the previous two paragraphs: the first 
part, ‘Sarnhita’, to ‘Unified Knowledge’; and the second part, ‘Rishi, Devata, 
Chhandas’, to ‘diversified knowledge’. The second part, ‘Rishi, Devata, 
Chhandas’ is written here without a connecting ‘and’, consistent with the 
integrated structure previously described as ‘togetherness’. 

In the final step these are identified respectively with WHOLE and 
PART. That these are both, from the highest perspective, absolute values is 
indicated by the upper case writing of both entire words (that is, not only 
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the initial letters). We have been introduced to the idea of WHOLE in the 
previous section, as in ‘whole range of knowledge from its source to its 
goal’ (Vedic—9) and ‘whole unbounded field’ (Vedic—10). The concept of 
PART, however, is new: ‘knowledge of the PART’ equated with ‘diversified 
knowledge’. 

The fundamental value of sequence introduced in this section is 
again emphasised, now with the elaborations of WHOLE and PART. 


University—5 


Knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of consciousness, because 
consciousness is the most fundamental element in creation. 


In the first section ‘consciousness’ appears in ‘Maharishi Consciousness’, 
the upper case indicating the highest state of evolution. Here the term is 
introduced with a lower case initial. It is a first principle of Maharishi Vedic 
Science.?9 

In the previous section, Maharishi has defined Veda as ‘the structure 
of total knowledge’, ‘the togetherness of the observer, process of 
observation, and object of observation’. This is a description which is yet 
to be elaborated, but which, in terms of observation, carries the sense of 
consciousness. We learned also that ‘Vedic encompasses the whole 
unbounded field of space and time, from point to infinity’. 

Together these two statements have laid the ground for the principle 
that Maharishi lays out here. The phrase ‘most fundamental’ brings into 
view the idea of degrees, in this case pointing to the physical analysis of 
the world—one sense of the word ‘element’— which locates finer and finer 
underlying forces and fields in nature. Consciousness, it is taught here, 
underlies, and is inherent in, them all. 

Consciousness is identified with WHOLE through the parallel 
construction, ‘knowledge of the WHOLE’ and ‘knowledge of 
consciousness. Drawing on the preceding paragraph it is therefore 
identified with ‘Unified Knowledge’. We note that the word ‘knowledge’ is 
used twice in this paragraph, following the theme of this Definition which 
is framed in terms of ideal higher education. 


29 Maharishi lays out this principle in detail throughout Maharishi Vedic University, 
op. cit, particularly in the sections ‘What is Consciousness?’ and ‘Consciousness, 
Existence, Intelligence’. 
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The word ‘because’ indicates a logical argument. It allows the logic 
to be traced in reverse: given the principle ‘consciousness is the most 
fundamental element in creation’; therefore, consciousness is found in all 
of creation, which is the WHOLE; and, thinking in terms of knowledge, then 
it follows that ‘knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of 
consciousness’. 


University—6 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the whole 
manifest, diverse universe. 


Maharishi begins this paragraph with an unequivocal formulation: ‘The 
name ‘University’ is justified only if...” In Maharishi Vedic Science, the form, 
as we have seen from the beginning of this Definition, embodies the name. 
The degree of justification of a name, Maharishi observes here, comes from 
the degree of alignment between name and form, between the name 
‘University’ and the reality of its educational processes and outcomes. 
‘Only if’ is a precise logical form which exclusively connects the two parts 
of the statement. 

The single legitimate interpretation of the name ‘University’, 
Maharishi then teaches, is in the nature of the education it provides, the 
sequence previously identified as ‘knowledge of the WHOLE, then 
knowledge of the PART’ The knowledge of the WHOLE is aligned here with 
the phrase ‘holistic structure of knowledge’. The previous paragraph has 
established that ‘knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of 
consciousness’. It follows, therefore, that what is to be first provided to 
students by an authentic university is ‘the knowledge of consciousness’. 
How that is to be achieved Maharishi will lay out. 

The term ‘consciousness’ is illuminated by the defining clause, ‘the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing power 
of Natural Law’. This draws on teaching previously established: 
‘unmanifest’ in Vedic—9, and the remainder of the clause in Maharishi— 
5. We now begin to see, through this description of consciousness, what 
the phrase ‘within everyone’, which is first presented in Maharishi—5, 
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refers to; a fundamental connection which, as Maharishi goes on to explain, 
opens this knowledge to human experience. 

Following this first stage of knowledge, the second stage is to provide 
‘knowledge of the parts’. This is the principle of sequence that Maharishi 
has established in this section. 

A contemporary university will see its teaching as concerned with 
the world, in all its phases, and that concept is included within the ambit 
of ‘knowledge of the parts’. But, as Maharishi elaborates throughout this 
book, the highest perspective sees the parts as ‘the expressions of 
consciousness in the whole manifest, diverse universe. This is the fully 
enlightened view of reality described, and enlivened in experience, by 
Maharishi Vedic Science, as first two sections of the Definition have taught. 


University—7 


This paragraph begins a section of text which is enclosed, indicating, as 
becomes apparent, its importance in the development of the Definition, 
and its authentic truth. As Maharishi explains, it illuminates the teaching 
so far presented in this section, ‘University’. 

In this passage of teaching Maharishi comments ona verse of Rk Veda 
which he has termed ‘the Richo Ak-kshare verse of Rk Veda’ (1.164.39). 
Maharishi identifies this verse as central to his Vedic Science, with detailed 
commentary on it given later in the book and in many lectures and 
publications.?° 

The first paragraph of this passage (University—7) is as follows: 


Rk Veda categorically states that the lively home of all the Laws of 
Nature is available in this holistic field of consciousness. It says that 
in this holistic value of consciousness, in this state of self-referral 
consciousness, all the administrators of the universe—the Laws of 
Nature (the Devas)—reside. 


Maharishi here gives us the central meaning of the first two lines of the 
first part of the Richo Ak-kshare verse. We note the word ‘categorically’, 
which conveys the authority and authenticity of Rk Veda. 

The previous paragraph equated the ‘holistic structure of knowledge’ 
with ‘the knowledge of consciousness—the unmanifest, basic reality of 


30 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘All Knowledge of Modern Science in One Verse of 
Rk Veda—Fulfilment of Interdisciplinary Study’, pp. 94-103. 
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life, the total potential of the organizing power of Natural Law’. In the 
current paragraph the concept of Natural Law is expanded as ‘the lively 
home of all the Laws of Nature’, which brings to the fore the significance of 
the holistic term ‘Natural Law’ as embracing all the individual laws of 
nature that are responsible for the processes of the universe. It is the 
‘home’ in the sense of ‘total potential’, ‘basic reality’ (University—6). It is 
‘lively’ in the sense of ‘consciousness’ (University—6) and in the sense of 
the earlier term ‘structuring dynamics’ (Vedic—4). We note also the term 
‘available’, which brings to light the teaching on practical life of the Richo 
Ak-kshare verse, as Maharishi goes on to explain in this passage. 

In the second sentence of this paragraph Maharishi repeats the 
phrase ‘holistic value of consciousness’, with a move from ‘field’ to ‘value’, 
a fine shade of difference which enriches its meaning. ‘Field’ is associated, 
in modern usage, with the terminology of modern physics, and therefore 
with a more objective description. ‘Value’, in its modern usage, is both 
subjective and objective. 

Maharishi here equates these descriptions with ‘this state of self- 
referral consciousness’. The ‘knowledge of consciousness’ found in the 
preceding two paragraphs is now seen to be a ‘state’; and that field, that 
value, that state is found to be ‘self-referral’. This is the first presentation 
of a first principle of Maharishi Vedic Science, a most important point in 
the development of the teaching in this book. What precisely these 
technical terms mean Maharishi will go on to explain. 

The ‘Laws of Nature’ are now described in Vedic terms and language. 
In the later Richo Ak-kshare section of the book Maharishi gives a 
comprehensive and precise account of these phrases. Here we may note 
that the ‘Devas’ are described as ‘all the administrators of the universe’. 
These are identified with ‘the Laws of Nature’; a reference to the language 
of modern science. In the terminology of the preceding paragraph this is 
‘the total potential of the organizing power of Natural Law’; the word ‘total’ 
finding its expression in this paragraph in the word ‘all’—‘all the 
administrators of the universe’. ‘Home’ is also, in common language, 
associated with ‘reside’, in a precise and technical sense that Maharishi 
expands upon in the later section of the book. 


University—8 


He who does not know this field of transcendental self-referral 
consciousness, the expressions of pure knowledge, the Richas, the 
hymns of the Veda, accomplish little for him. (Rk Veda, 1.164.39) 
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Maharishi continues to translate and comment on the Richo Ak-kshare 
verse, here the third part (detailed in the later section of the book, as 
noted). Maharishi teaches that this part of the verse lay out the 
consequences for the quality of human life of lack of knowledge of, in the 
words of the previous paragraph, ‘the lively home of all the Laws of Nature 
available in the holistic field of consciousness’. 

The phrase ‘he who does not know’ re-introduces the life of the 
individual. As the first section has taught us, the domain of this knowledge 
is ‘everyone’s life’, ‘within everyone’, ‘within the physiology of everyone’. 

In this paragraph, we note the word ‘know’, which is linked to 
‘knowledge’. So far in this section Maharishi has introduced ‘Unified 
Knowledge’ and ‘diversified knowledge’. The question now arises of what 
it means to know—and therefore not to know—this field, a question that 
Maharishi answers directly in the next paragraph. 

Maharishi adds to the description of self-referral consciousness, 
which was introduced in the previous paragraph, the word 
‘transcendental’. This is a new term in the Definition, and a central term in 
Maharishi Vedic Science (particularly, of course, in Transcendental 
Meditation). The previous section (Vedic—9) has laid out ‘the whole field 
of life, unmanifest and manifest’ (Vedic—9) which provides a foundation 
for this new term. The repetition of the term ‘self-referral’ and its 
connection to ‘transcendental’ is of central importance. Maharishi’s 
expanded teaching on the phrase ‘transcendental self-referral 
consciousness’ is presented throughout the text of the book that follows. 

Maharishi elaborates on the nature of pure knowledge, the term 
which has been employed since the beginning of the Definition. Here 
Maharishi refers to ‘the expressions of pure knowledge, the Richas’, the 
hymns of the Veda’. In the second section, it has been explained, the term 
‘Vedic’ is understood in terms of ‘Veda’, ‘pure knowledge’ and ‘Mantras’, the 
last of which are ‘the structures of pure knowledge, the sounds of the Veda’ 
(Vedic—4). In the present paragraph these sounds are described in the 
equivalent terms, ‘expressions’, ‘Richas’, and ‘hymns’. 

We have seen that ‘pure knowledge has infinite organizing power’ 
(Vedic—7). In the preceding paragraph Maharishi has explained that the 
‘expressions of consciousness’ are found in ‘the whole manifest, diverse 
universe’. Continuing to comment on the Richo Ak-kshare verse, and 
bringing this teaching together, Maharishi teaches that for an individual 
without knowledge of the field in which these expressions arise, that 
infinite organizing power is not available: the Richas ‘accomplish little for 


’ 


him. 
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University—9 


This means that without the intellectual understanding of 
consciousness, and without the experience of consciousness, the 
expressions of the field of consciousness are meaningless, baseless, and 
fruitless. All the universities in the world have proved this. 


Maharishi extends the principles of the previous paragraph, explaining 
them in detail and pointing to their clear implications for the field of 
education. 

Maharishi first elaborates the term ‘knowing’ of the previous 
paragraph as comprising two aspects, ‘intellectual understanding’ and 
‘experience’. Both are understood in terms of pure consciousness, which 
as we have seen, Maharishi teaches is the field of pure knowledge and its 
infinite organizing power, the total potential of Natural Law. These two 
elements are foundational to Maharishi Vedic Science: as we have seen, 
Maharishi teaches that both are required for the development of higher 
states of consciousness. 

Without this experience, and without this intellectual 
understanding, Maharishi emphasises here, the structure of pure 
knowledge and its organizing power, embodied in the expressions of this 
field, are not available to the knower. They are therefore ‘meaningless, 
baseless, and fruitless’ for the knower who lives without access to them. 
These are three unequivocal terms, whose reach and significance 
Maharishi continues to elaborate in this book. 

Maharishi then applies this conclusion to the educational system of 
the modern university, across the world, and at one stroke dismisses it. 
This is not a conclusion based on belief or opinion. Given the 
understanding of the full range of the knower, with its foundation in the 
knowledge of the field of consciousness, as Maharishi has systematically 
presented it to this point in the Definition, this is a logical conclusion: 
challenging and surprising as it may be, one can reach no other. 

The word ‘proved’ indicates its empirical grounding. Maharishi 
points out, in the rest of the Definition and elsewhere in this book, that the 
effectiveness of modern higher educational principles and methods can be 
evaluated by its outcomes. These documented outcomes, for the quality of 
the life of the student and of the nation, are highly unsatisfactory, even by 
modern standards, and even more so by the standards of ideal education 
that Maharishi is laying out. 
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University—10 


Without first providing the holistic value of knowledge—the 
knowledge and experience of consciousness—university education is 
baseless. 


With the word ‘first’ this paragraph reaches back to the paragraphs which 
begin this section: ‘First ‘Unified Knowledge’, then ‘diversified knowledge’; 
this is the proper sequence of imparting knowledge’. Based on the teaching 
of the role of consciousness as the basis of knowing then laid out, we have 
now seen the inner structure of this principle, and what gives rise to it. 

The conclusion of the preceding paragraph, which asserts the 
baseless nature of modern education, is now generalised: Maharishi 
teaches that any university education, at any time, which lacks the 
knowledge and experience of consciousness, is without foundation, 
baseless. As we have noted earlier in this section, the subject matter of 
modern higher education is still seen as an integral part of ideal higher 
education, but only when first underpinned by the holistic value of 
knowledge. 

This firm statement, derived from the logical sequence of teaching in 
the section so far, clears the ground for Maharishi’s elaboration of the 
elements that comprise valid and complete knowledge. The central 
element, this paragraph re-affirms, is to first provide the student with the 
knowledge and experience of consciousness. 


University—11 


Rk Veda says: He who thinks and acts from this holistic field of 
consciousness, self-referral consciousness, is naturally served by the 
infinite organizing power of pure knowledge—the holistic value of 
consciousness— 


sen Hata ata: 


Brahma bhavati sarathih 
(Rk Veda, 1.158.6) 


Maharishi now reveals, in his commentary on the final part of the Richo 
Ak-kshare verse, how the knowledge and experience of consciousness 
transforms the quality of life. This elaborates upon the earlier ideas of 
‘accomplish’ and bearing fruit (the implied contrast to ‘fruitless’). 
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Maharishi teaches that it is possible to think and act from this field of 
consciousness. This is a central description of life in higher states of 
consciousness in Maharishi Vedic Science.?! The nature of this state of life, 
Maharishi explains, is to find oneself ‘naturally served by the infinite 
organizing power of pure knowledge’. 

The second part of this paragraph is a principle whose nature and 
reach Maharishi has expounded throughout the Definition to this point. 
The first two words, ‘naturally served’ are new elements. ‘Naturally’ has 
central significance in the teaching, with respect to the ability both to know 
this field, through knowledge and experience, and to think and act from it, 
as Maharishi has explained. ‘Served’, too, is a word that carries a particular 
meaning in Maharishi Vedic Science, as will be laid out. 

Maharishi emphasises that this holistic field is nothing other than 
consciousness. We note again the distinction Maharishi makes between 
the ‘holistic field’ and ‘holistic value’ of consciousness, each developed 
within its particular context: the first, ‘self-referral consciousness’, the 
second, ‘the infinite organizing power of pure knowledge’. We know from 
the foregoing paragraphs that, through proper education, knowledge and 
experience of it can be provided to anyone. 

Maharishi finds this high level of life embodied in an expression of 
Rk Veda, ‘Brahma bhavati sarathih’. Maharishi gives the sense of this 
expression in the commentary within this paragraph. 


University—12 


Consciousness is its own technology. If one has not fathomed the field of 
one’s own consciousness, one has not opened oneself to the entire 
engineering of creation. This means that the study of consciousness and 
research in consciousness is the most vital aspect of a university which 
fulfils the true meaning of the word, ‘University: 


1. The first sentence of this paragraph, ‘Consciousness is its own 
technology’, presents a new and central principle of Maharishi Vedic 
Science. It draws on the vision that Maharishi has given us previously, as 
in these statements: 


31 Science of Being and art of living, op. cit., ‘How to make full use of the almighty power 
of Nature’, pp. 91-102. 
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Veda is the structure and function of pure knowledge. It 
encompasses the whole range of science and technology; it is theory 
and practice at the same time. (Vedic—8) 


Knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of consciousness, 
because consciousness is the most fundamental element in creation. 
(University—5) 


The phrase ‘its own’ is a particular emphasis. It refers back to the phrases 
such as ‘in itself’ and ‘self-referral consciousness’: 


This is how pure knowledge, the Veda, in itself is the potential of 
organizing power; it is the structure of organizing power. (Vedic—7) 


It says that in this holistic value of consciousness, in this state of self- 
referral consciousness, all the administrators of the universe—the 
Laws of Nature (the Devas)—reside. (University—7) 


Precisely how this occurs is explained by Maharishi in detail later in the 
book.32 


2. The second sentence of this paragraph is: 


If one has not fathomed the field of one’s own consciousness, one has 
not opened oneself to the entire engineering of creation. 


Previously, as we saw, Maharishi has given the sense of a similar 
expression in the Richo Ak-share verse in this way: ‘This means that 
without the intellectual understanding of consciousness, and without the 
experience of consciousness, the expressions of the field of consciousness 
are meaningless, baseless, and fruitless’ (University—9). The present 
paragraph restates this teaching, and elaborates on it. 

First, the word ‘fathomed’, as a verb, carries a sense of depth. By 
extension it has a contemporary meaning of penetrating and 
understanding an intellectual problem.?3 Maharishi here uses the word to 


32 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit, ‘What is Consciousness?’ and ‘Consciousness, 
Existence, Intelligence’. 
33 Oxford English Dictionary. 
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embrace both intellectual understanding and direct experience of 
consciousness. 

Second, Maharishi gives us a new description in the phrase ‘the field 
of one’s own consciousness’. Up to this point consciousness has been 
presented as ‘the most fundamental element in creation’, which is open to 
intellectual understanding and experience. Here Maharishi teaches that 
this field is not something separate from the individual knower: it is ‘the 
field of one’s own consciousness’. The implications of this step of the 
teaching are far-reaching, as Maharishi will lay out in detail in this book. 

Third, the preceding paragraphs have revealed that this field of 
consciousness can be opened to experience. Here Maharishi follows the 
description of it as ‘one’s own consciousness’ with the phrase ‘opened 
oneself’. At this point in the development of the teaching these two phrases 
bring it home to us, as individual knowers. Again, Maharishi describes in 
detail later in the book what this means, and how it is effected.34 

We may remember that Maharishi introduced this principle in 
general terms in first section of the Definition: ‘the truth, the Veda, the 
inner reality of everyone’s life’; ‘the truth, the Veda, the structure of pure 
knowledge and infinite organizing power—the total potential of Natural 
Law—within everyone’ (Maharishi—4). 

Fourth, Maharishi goes on to explain that what one opens oneself to, 
as the field of one’s own consciousness, is ‘the entire engineering of 
creation. This phrase draws on teaching about creation and its source that 
has been previously introduced by Maharishi in the Definition in a number 
of different ways. For example: 


..the structure and function of Natural Law, the structure and 
function of the organizing power of Natural Law—embody the 
system or law that organizes order and promotes the processes of 
creation and evolution. (Vedic—6) 


The word ‘Vedic’ encompasses the whole unbounded field of space 
and time, from point to infinity. (Vedic—10) 


..consciousness is the most fundamental element in creation. 
(University—5) 


34 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Maharishi’s Transcendental Meditation and TM- 
Sidhi Programme’, pp. 142-143. 
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..in this state of self-referral consciousness, all the administrators of 
the universe—the Laws of Nature (the Devas)—reside. (University— 
7) 


In common usage, the word ‘engineering’ embodies both science and 
technology, pure science and its applications. Modern engineering 
systematically applies the fundamental laws of physics and chemistry, for 
example, to materials and their uses, for the practical benefit of society. 

These elements are present in the phrase Maharishi gives us, ‘entire 
engineering of creation’. Pure knowledge and its infinite organizing power, 
Maharishi teaches, here and previously in the Definition, is that 
engineering which gives rise to the whole creation, and all space and time, 
embodied in the word ‘entire’. 

In distinction to modern science, however, where pure science, 
applied science, and its applications are separate fields of endeavour, 
Maharishi teaches that ‘consciousness is its own technology’. All that is 
necessary, therefore, is to ‘open oneself’, to experience ‘one’s own 
consciousness’ as the field of self-referral consciousness, the total 
potential of Natural Law, and the engineering capability which structures 
the universe is then spontaneously at one’s disposal. It can therefore, as 
we have seen, benefit human life at all levels. This is the gift of Maharishi 
Vedic Science. 


3. The third sentence of this paragraph is: 


This means that the study of consciousness and research in 
consciousness is the most vital aspect ofa university which fulfils the 
true meaning of the word, ‘University’. 


Maharishi here brings forward challenges made to university education 
earlier in this section, and meets them at the highest level. We have seen: 


This means that without the intellectual understanding of 
consciousness, and without the experience of consciousness, the 
expressions of the field of consciousness are meaningless, baseless, 
and fruitless. All the universities in the world have proved this. 
(University—9) 


44 


Journal of Maharishi Vedic Research Institute 


Without first providing the holistic value of knowledge—the 
knowledge and experience of consciousness—university education 
is baseless. (University—10) 


These two statements imply their converse, which is expressed in the third 
sentence of the paragraph we are considering. It is through ‘the study of 
consciousness and research in consciousness’, Maharishi explains, that the 
perilous failings of higher education can alone be met. It is in ‘fathom(ing) 
the field of one’s own consciousness’ that the foundation of true university 
education, which ‘fulfils the true meaning of the word ‘University’, are laid. 
We remember Maharishi’s opening analysis of the meaning of this word: 
‘first Unified Knowledge—then—diversified knowledge’ (University—1). 

‘Study of consciousness and research in consciousness’, Maharishi 
has now elaborated, together constitute ‘Unified Knowledge’. This is ‘the 
most vital aspect of a university. The word ‘vital’ carries the senses both 
of being essential and of conferring full life and living, as Maharishi has laid 
out. This is ‘opening oneself to the entire engineering of creation’, the state 
of life Maharishi has described previously: 


Rk Veda says: He who thinks and acts from this holistic field of 
consciousness, self-referral consciousness, is naturally served by the 
infinite organizing power of pure knowledge—the holistic value of 
consciousness—Brahma_ bhavati sarathih (Rk Veda, 1.158.6). 
(University—11) 


Here, compared to all other institutions, university education reaches its 
apogee. From this complete understanding of the full range of knowledge, 
alone, Maharishi teaches, is university education worthy of its name when 
analysed from this highest level. 


University—13 


Therefore the name ‘University’ is significant only if it offers the 
complete theoretical and practical knowledge of consciousness. 


The word ‘significant’ is new in the Definition to this point. It is, however, 
aligned with ideas that have been presented in this section. One relates to 
‘justification’ (University—6), and another to ‘true meaning’ (University— 
12). 
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In the paragraph we are considering, the phrase ‘the complete 
theoretical and practical knowledge of consciousness’ is an elaboration of 
a central theme developed by Maharishi in this section of the Definition. 
Two previous descriptions are particularly relevant: ‘the study of 
consciousness and research in consciousness’; and ‘the intellectual 
understanding of consciousness, and...the experience of consciousness.’ 

Aligning these three descriptions, two clusters of terms emerge, 
which together elaborate the two main ideas: 


i. [theoretical—study—intellectual understanding]; and 
ii. [practical knowledge—research—experience]. 


3. The word ‘complete’ continues a central theme which is developed 
throughout the Definition. As we have seen, Maharishi is presenting 
knowledge of the full range of life, embodied in phrases such as these: 


‘the total potential of Natural Law’ (Maharishi—5) 

‘the whole range of science and technology’ (Vedic—8) 

‘the structure of total knowledge’ (Vedic—8) 

‘the whole path of knowledge from the knower to the known’ 
(Vedic—9) 

‘the whole field of life, unmanifest and manifest’ (Vedic—9) 

‘the whole field of ‘Being’ and ‘Becoming’ (Vedic—9) 

‘the whole range of knowledge from its source to its goal’ (Vedic—9) 

‘the whole unbounded field of space and time, from point to infinity’ 
(Vedic—10) 

‘knowledge of the WHOLE’ (University—5) 

‘the complete theoretical and practical knowledge of consciousness.’ 
(University—13) 


‘Complete’, we note, stands on its own: there is only one complete 
knowledge. It follows that all other knowledge is less than complete, and 
education erected on it must inevitably be, Maharishi points out, ‘baseless’ 
(University—9). Later in the book Maharishi draws out the multiple 
dimensions of this contrast and their implications.?° 


35 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Comparison of Modern Science with Maharishi’s 
Vedic Science’, pp. 104-114. 
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University—14 


Maharishi Vedic University fulfils the complete meaning of its name: 
Maharishi Vedic University. 


At the beginning of this section, we saw, Maharishi has presented the idea 
of justification of the name in terms of educational practice: 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 
whole manifest, diverse universe. (University—6) 


In the final paragraph of the section, bringing together all the teaching that 
has been laid out in it, Maharishi returns to this initial statement of 
justification and finds that for Maharishi Vedic University this condition is 
met in full: it ‘fulfils the complete meaning of its name.’ 

As we have seen, in Maharishi’s teaching the word ‘complete’ has 
particular significance. We also recall that the word ‘fulfil’ has been given 
the highest place in the teaching on education presented in this section 
(University—12). This is the vision of ideal higher education that is 
embodied in Maharishi Vedic University. 


MAHARISHI VEDIC UNIVERSITY 


Maharishi now brings together his teaching on Maharishi Vedic University, 
which has centred on the three words of the name, ‘Maharishi’, ‘Vedic’, 
‘University’, in a short section which summarises the Definition to this 
point. Maharishi draws on the technical terms, and their elaboration and 
logical development, through which these three elements of the name have 
been introduced in the preceding three sections. 

This fourth section concludes with a phrase which again brings into 
view the sub-title of the book: the practical significance of this teaching ‘for 
everyone’. 
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Maharishi Vedic University—1 


Maharishi Vedic University means University of Veda, university of 
pure knowledge and its infinite organizing power, university of pure 
and applied knowledge, the University of Maharishi’s Vedic Science and 
Technology. 


The principal terms and phrases in this paragraph have been introduced 
and developed throughout the preceding sections. For example: 


‘Veda’, ‘pure knowledge and its infinite organizing power’: 


Rishi sees the truth, the Veda, the inner reality of everyone's life; 
Maharishi shows the truth, the Veda, within everyone, and enlivens 
the Veda, the structure of pure knowledge and infinite organizing 
power—the total potential of Natural Law—within everyone. 
(Maharishi—5) 


Maharishi Consciousness is the fountain-head of pure knowledge, 
the Veda, and its infinite organizing power. (Maharishi—8) 


Vedic means pertaining to Veda. Veda means knowledge, pure 
knowledge, complete knowledge. (Vedic—1 and 2) 


Mantra and Brahmana together representing the structure and 
function of the Veda—the structure and function of Natural Law, the 
structure and function of the organizing power of Natural Law— 
embody the system or law that organizes order and promotes the 
processes of creation and evolution. (Vedic—6) 


This is how pure knowledge, the Veda, in itself is the potential of 
organizing power; it is the structure of organizing power. Veda is the 
structure of pure knowledge with infinite organizing power. (Vedic— 
7) 


‘Pure and applied knowledge’: 
Veda is the structure and function of pure knowledge. It 
encompasses the whole range of science and technology; it is theory 


and practice at the same time. (Vedic—8) 
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The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 
whole manifest, diverse universe. (University—6) 


Therefore the name ‘University’ is significant only if it offers the 
complete theoretical and practical knowledge of consciousness. 
(University—13) 


‘Maharishi’s Vedic Science and Technology’ 


Consciousness is its own technology. If one has not fathomed the 
field of one’s own consciousness, one has not opened oneself to the 
entire engineering of creation. This means that the study of 
consciousness and research in consciousness is the most vital aspect 
of a university which fulfils the true meaning of the word, ‘University’. 
(University—12) 


In this paragraph Maharishi applies these foundational terms and phrases 
to the concept of a university; and to the university which embodies all of 
them, Maharishi Vedic University. They summarise the teaching of the 
Definition on Maharishi Vedic University to this point. They establish the 
uniqueness and status of the knowledge Maharishi has previously 
described as ‘This eternal theme of Vedic Knowledge’ (University—3). 

This is the first mention in the Definition of ‘Maharishi’s Vedic Science 
and Technology’. In modern usage, science refers to theory, technology to 
its applications. Maharishi’s use here includes these senses of the words 
but goes beyond them. Science is aligned with the ‘study of consciousness’, 
and technology with ‘research in consciousness’—the practice of 
Maharishi’s Technologies of Consciousness—as Maharishi continues to lay 
out. 


Maharishi Vedic University—2 


As knowledge is structured in consciousness, Maharishi Vedic 
University, the university of pure knowledge and its infinite organizing 
power, the University of Maharishi’s Vedic Science and Technology, is 
the University of Consciousness. 
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Maharishi here connects the titles of Maharishi Vedic University in the 
previous paragraph with the teaching in the Definition, so far, on 
consciousness. The principle, ‘Knowledge is structured in consciousness’ 
is a foundational principle of Maharishi Vedic Science. It is new in the 
development of the Definition to this point, and is laid out in detail later in 
the book.3”7 As Maharishi explains, it brings together in one principle the 


teaching on consciousness that has been laid out so far. For example: 


Knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of consciousness, 
because consciousness is the most fundamental element in creation. 


(University—5) 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 


whole manifest, diverse universe. (University—6) 


Without first providing the holistic value of knowledge—the 


knowledge and experience of consciousness—university education 


is baseless. (University—10) 


Rk Veda says: He who thinks and acts from this holistic field of 


consciousness, self-referral consciousness, is naturally served by the 


infinite organizing power of pure knowledge—the holistic value of 
consciousness—Brahma_ bhavati sarathih (Rk Veda, 1.158.6) 


(University—11) 


Consciousness is its own technology. If one has not fathomed the 
field of one’s own consciousness, one has not opened oneself to the 
entire engineering of creation. (University—12) 


In this paragraph, the new principle, ‘Knowledge is structured in 
consciousness’, is developed in three steps, focused on the nature of 


36 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (1997). Maharishi speaks to educators: Mastery over natural 


law, volume3. Maharishi Mahesh Yogi Vedic Vishwavidyalaya, p. 81. 
37 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Knowledge is Structured in Consciousness’, 
pp. 65-67. 
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knowledge. The development begins with the word ‘As’, which 
foreshadows a logical sequence. The first step connects the name of the 
university to the teaching on pure knowledge and its infinite organizing 
power. The knowledge in question here, Maharishi has been emphasising, 
is pure knowledge, ‘knowledge of the WHOLE’ rather than the fragmented 
‘knowledge of the parts’ which characterises modern universities. The 
word ‘structured’ in this context brings forward the teaching of the first 
part of the section ‘Vedic’: 


Mantras are the structure of pure knowledge, the sounds of the Veda; 
Brahmanas are the internal dynamics of the structure of pure 
knowledge, the organizing power of the Mantras, the intelligence 
that structures the Mantras—the structuring dynamics of the 
Mantras. (Vedic—4) 


The second step connects the name of the university to Maharishi’s Vedic 
Science and Technology, as has been laid out in the preceding paragraph. 

The third step then derives from these statements the principle, 
‘Maharishi Vedic University. . is the University of consciousness’. We note, 
too, the repetition of the definite article, ‘the’ in describing this university: 
the implication is that there is only one such university. This grand, 
consolidated conclusion is sequentially developed by these descriptions, 
and through them the teaching of the Definition to this point is contained 
within it. 


Maharishi Vedic University—3 


As consciousness is the most basic element in creation, and as all 
matter and everything in the universe is the expression of 
consciousness, Maharishi Vedic University, the University of 
Consciousness, is the university of all knowledge of everything in the 
universe. Maharishi Vedic University is the university of pure and 
applied knowledge of everything in the universe. 


This paragraph takes the conclusion of the preceding paragraph as its 
starting point and further develops it to an all-embracing conclusion. 
Again, the word ‘as’, here used twice in the first sentence, indicates a logical 
sequence. That progression again occurs in three steps. 

The first step consists of the first clause: ‘As consciousness is the 
most basic element in creation’. This restates an earlier teaching: 
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‘Knowledge of the WHOLE is the knowledge of consciousness, because 
consciousness is the most fundamental element in creation’ (University— 
5). In the present context ‘basic’ is a synonym of ‘fundamental’. The second 
step consists of the second clause: ` . .and as all matter and everything in 
the universe is the expression of consciousness’. Again, this refers to the 
earlier teaching: 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 
whole manifest, diverse universe. (University—6) 


The directly relevant clause of this earlier quote for the present context is 
the last, ‘the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the whole 
manifest, diverse universe’. In addition to its role in explaining the nature 
of a true university, which is its original context, this is a teaching in itself, 
as Maharishi goes on to lay out in this book.?8 

The third step consists of the conclusion to the first sentence of the 
paragraph: ‘Maharishi Vedic University, the University of Consciousness, is 
the university of all knowledge of everything in the universe. This is a 
statement, clearly, of extraordinary scope; in reality, of infinite scope. ‘All’ 
and ‘everything’ admit of no reduction or ambiguity: in the teaching of 
Maharishi Vedic Science, they are to be taken as precise descriptions. 
Again, there is repeated use of ‘the’, with the associated implication of 
uniqueness. 

Thus, stating, in the first clause, the relationship between 
consciousness and the material universe; then introducing the idea of the 
University, in which the idea of gaining knowledge is embedded; leads to 
the concluding clause of the first sentence, which bears directly on the 
purpose of the Definition. This conclusion, infinite in reach as it is, becomes 
a simple and natural step. This is the supreme teachership that is 
Maharishi’s gift to the world. 

The fourth step of the logical progression consists of the concluding 
sentence of the paragraph: ‘Maharishi Vedic University is the university of 
pure and applied knowledge of everything in the universe’ In one sense, 
‘pure and applied knowledge’ draws on the practice of the modern 


38 See for example: Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 41-42. 
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university, where the distinction between the two, and their linkage, are 
recognised; it conveys the essence of what university research is said to be. 
But in the Definition, as Maharishi has been developing it in the context of 
Maharishi Vedic Science, the two terms take on immeasurably expanded 
meanings. As we have seen two paragraphs earlier, ‘pure and applied 
knowledge’ is identified with ‘pure knowledge and its infinite organizing 
power’ and with ‘Maharishi’s Vedic Science and Technology’. 

We might, in terms of applied knowledge, look also to the 
applications of Maharishi Vedic Science to the main areas of modern 
society—defence, health, government, defence, rehabilitation, 
architecture, agriculture, business and industry—as presented later in the 
book.?? 

The concluding phrase, ‘of everything in the universe’-—emphasised 
through repetition—brings together the development of this paragraph, 
through teachings which have each been introduced and developed in the 
Definition, into a conclusion of infinite value for life: total knowledge 
available to everyone at the highest level of higher education, Maharishi 
Vedic University. 


Maharishi Vedic University—4 


Maharishi Vedic University is the university of pure and applied 
knowledge, the pure and applied knowledge of the Veda, which has 
been properly organized by His Holiness Maharishi Mahesh Yogi as 
Vedic Science and Technology for everyone to enjoy the ‘fruit of all 
knowledge: 


The conclusion of the preceding paragraph, ‘Maharishi Vedic University is 
the university of pure and applied knowledge of everything in the 
universe’ is restated in terms of Veda, ‘the pure and applied knowledge of 
the Veda’. This reaches back to ‘Veda is the structure and function of pure 
knowledge. It encompasses the whole range of science and technology; it 
is theory and practice at the same time’ (Vedic—8). 

In the present paragraph ‘pure and applied’ aligns with ‘Vedic 
Science and Technology’. We have noted that ‘Science and Technology’ is 
also aligned with ‘pure knowledge and its infinite organizing power’: 


39 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 145-149. 
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As knowledge is structured in consciousness, Maharishi Vedic 
University, the university of pure knowledge and its infinite 
organizing power, the University of Maharishi’s Vedic Science and 
Technology, is the University of consciousness. (Maharishi Vedic 
University—2) 


The title of this knowledge is secured as ‘Maharishi’s’: the direct 
association with Maharishi is again made. 

The first clause, restating the conclusion of the previous paragraph, 
draws on the contemporary idea of a university, which centres on pure and 
applied research. Maharishi immediately redefines this concept in terms 
of Veda, the unique contribution of Maharishi Vedic University. 

The second clause presents a new description of the ‘pure and 
applied knowledge of Veda’, as discussed above, ‘properly organized by His 
Holiness Maharishi Mahesh Yogi’. Maharishi’s organization of the Vedic 
Literature is central to an understanding of the stature and significance of 
Maharishi Vedic Science, as is explained in detail later in the book.*° 

Maharishi’s full name is given here, directly associating Vedic Science 
and Technology, with all possible emphasis, with Maharishi and, as has 
been explained earlier in the Definition, with Maharishi Consciousness: 
‘Maharishi is the custodian of supreme intelligence; Maharishi 
Consciousness is the fountain-head of pure knowledge, the Veda, and its 
infinite organizing power’ (Maharishi—8). The incorporation of 
‘Maharishi’ in the title of Maharishi Vedic Science distinguishes it from any 
other approach to the Vedic Literature, as has been emphasized earlier, in 
terms of completeness (Vedic—1 and 2). 

Maharishi concludes this section with the clause, “ . for everyone to 
enjoy the fruit of all knowledge.’ This lays out the purpose of this 
knowledge and teaching for human life. The teaching on ‘all knowledge’ 
has been developed throughout the Definition. Here it is embedded in the 
phrase ‘fruit of all knowledge’, which indicates the practical outcomes to 
which this knowledge gives rise; a new principle which Maharishi will lay 
out in detail in the next section. 

Maharishi’s offer is extended to ‘everyone’: this knowledge and its 
unlimited benefits are open to everyone—the birthright of everyone, born 
as a human being. Maharishi adds the word ‘enjoy’, a term which, in 
Maharishi’s teaching, gives a sense of this highest level of life as it is lived; 


4 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 137-139. 
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not just a principle but a living reality.4! This, Maharishi proclaims here, is 
the gift of Maharishi Vedic University. 


FRUIT OF ALL KNOWLEDGE 


The phrase, ‘Fruit of All Knowledge’, is carried forward from the last 
sentence of the previous section to become the heading of the fifth and 
final section of the Definition. As Maharishi explains in this section, it is a 
fundamental principle of the education offered by Maharishi Vedic 
University. 

To this point in the Definition, Maharishi has been presenting his 
teaching within the framework of the title ‘Maharishi Vedic University’. As 
we have seen, Maharishi has taken each of these words in turn, and has 
then considered them together. This completes what we might call the 
formal analysis of the title. 

In this final section Maharishi presents the significance of this 
knowledge brought out in this analysis for the life of the individual in a 
general sense, and for the student and for higher education in particular. 
Both these dimensions are included in the word ‘fruit’. 

The phrase ‘all knowledge’ encompasses the teaching of the 
Definition to this point: its meaning and foundations have been 
systematically derived and demonstrated, as we have seen. 

The Definition now comprises two parts. The first four sections 
constitutes the first part, which lays out the principles and practice of 
Maharishi Vedic University. This fifth section constitutes the second part, 
which describes the outcomes of this ideal higher education for the 
student and for society as a whole. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—1 


‘Fruit of all knowledge’ is the ability to live mistake-free life in higher 
states of consciousness, daily life in full accordance with all the Laws of 
Nature, with the spontaneous ability to do everything right and 
achieve anything. 


In this first sentence of the section, which is also its first paragraph, 
Maharishi defines the phrase, ‘fruit of all knowledge’. This teaching is 
central not only to the Definition, but to the book as it goes forward; and, 


4 Science of Being and art of living, op. cit., Section II: Life, ‘Normal life’. 
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indeed, to the historical development of Maharishi’s teaching, particularly 
in the field of education. Its importance as a principle is emphasised by the 
use of inverted commas, setting it as a fundamental teaching in its own 
right. The phrase is elaborated in three clauses, which are presented as 
equivalent to each other, thus building the definition. 

Maharishi’s teaching on higher states of consciousness—seven 
states of consciousness—is fundamental to Maharishi Vedic Science.*? It is 
not explicitly laid out in the Definition, but its central teaching has been 
presented. For example: 


Rk Veda says: He who thinks and acts from this holistic field of 
consciousness, self-referral consciousness, is naturally served by the 
infinite organizing power of pure knowledge—the holistic value of 
consciousness—Brahma_ bhavati sarathih (Rk Veda, 1.158.6). 
(University—11) 


Drawing on these previously established principles, Maharishi’s teaching 
in the present paragraph links the three defining clauses: ‘the ability to live 
mistake-free life in higher states of consciousness; then, ‘daily life in full 
accordance with all the Laws of Nature’; then, ‘with the spontaneous 
ability to do everything right and achieve anything’ 

The descriptions of ‘mistake-free’ and its equivalent, ‘right’, are 
directly connected to ‘in full accordance with all the Laws of Nature’. The 
word ‘life’, we note, is used in each of the first two clauses and links to 
‘spontaneous’ in the third clause. We remember the emphasis given to this 
practical dimension in the first section of the Definition: ‘Maharishi, the 
great seer, applies the Veda to the practicalities of daily life’ (Maharishi— 
7)®. 

The concept of ‘do everything’ derives from the mastery of Natural 
Law explained by Maharishi in his earlier commentary on the Richo Ak- 
kshare verse of Rk Veda (University 7-11). The phrase might be 
interpreted as including even wrong things, but Maharishi adds the word 
‘right’, which precludes such an interpretation. 

This follows the clause, ‘full accordance with all the Laws of Nature’, 
which, Maharishi teaches here, defines the nature of right action. In the 
concluding phrase ‘achieve anything’ Maharishi is emphasising, in this 


42 See, for example: Maharishi’s absolute theory of government, op. cit., pp. 259-260 and 
pp. 442-446. 
43 See Science of Being and art of living, op. cit., Section II: Life, ‘Normal Life’. 
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paragraph, that nothing that is right achievement is out of reach when all 
the Laws of Nature are available to thought and action. 

The word ‘spontaneously’ has great significance in Maharishi’s 
teaching. As we have noted, in Maharishi Vedic Science it is connected to 
‘life’ in the first two clauses of this sentence. Maharishi’s teaching here is 
that through Maharishi’s Science and Technology of Consciousness the life 
of the individual is placed on that highest level, naturally lived through 
thought and action. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—2 


‘Fruit of all knowledge’ to every student, enlightenment to every 
student, fulfilment to every student is the offer of Maharishi Vedic 
University. 


Maharishi now brings the general concept of ‘fruit of all knowledge’ 
explicitly into the domain of education, where, through the programs of 
Maharishi Vedic University, it is opened to every student. The word ‘every’ 
is important: in Maharishi Vedic Science this knowledge and its practical 
benefits are open to everyone, born as a human being; and that especially 
includes every student, whether young or old, in the programs of 
Maharishi Vedic University. 

There is an implicit contrast with modern education, where specific 
disciplines of knowledge support specific career outcomes; a point which 
Maharishi elaborates in the section immediately following the Definition, 
‘Making University Education Meaningful’.*4 In Maharishi Vedic University, 
Maharishi is pointing out, the practical outcomes go far beyond these 
limits, to include the highest possibilities for human life, ‘enlightenment’ 
and ‘fulfilment’. Again, Maharishi gives added dimensions to the reach of 
the ‘fruit of all knowledge’ through the construction of the clauses of the 
sentence, which identifies it with the two terms, ‘enlightenment’ and 
‘fulfilment’, and those terms with each other. 

We may wish to reflect on the vision of all possibilities that Maharishi 
is opening for education. It is a vision, Maharishi teaches here, that is not 
imagined or conceptual but concrete, able to be realised, and significant 


44 Maharishi states: “University education in today’s world is only ‘job-oriented’, it is 
not ‘life-oriented’; that is why higher education does not serve the grand purpose of 
developing higher states of consciousness.” Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., p. 18. 


57 


Definition of Maharishi Vedic University 


for life. It is not rare or specialised but embedded in the nature of all 
educational programs at Maharishi Vedic University, without exception; 
and for ‘every student’, without exception. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—3 


All knowledge in one brain’ is the offer of Maharishi Vedic University, 
whereas “all knowledge in one campus’ is the offer of every other 
university in the world. 


This is the first of three paragraphs in which Maharishi contrasts modern 
education with the education provided by Maharishi Vedic University. 

It begins by focusing attention on the phrase ‘all knowledge’ within 
the principle ‘fruit of all knowledge’. The significance of all knowledge for 
individual life has been laid out and developed previously in the Definition, 
as we have seen. Maharishi continues that development by addressing 
here the question of how all knowledge is to be obtained. The answer to it 
is given in terms of a clear contrast, between the structure of education in 
modern universities and in Maharishi Vedic University. 

In the modern sense, all knowledge can only be construed as the 
assembly of the modern disciplines. Even with that approach to the scope 
of knowledge, it is clear that there is no possibility of each student gaining 
all the knowledge that is available in all the disciplines of a modern 
university. 

In contrast, Maharishi points out, in Maharishi Vedic University this 
possibility is opened, and opened to every student, whatever discipline she 
or he is studying. That is possible through Maharishi’s Technologies of 
Consciousness, which, as Maharishi has been expounding throughout the 
Definition, expand individual awareness to function spontaneously from 
the level of pure consciousness, pure knowledge, the Unified Field of All 
the Laws of Nature (University—11). 

In the present paragraph Maharishi places emphasis on ‘one brain’. 
The word ‘one’ indicates any individual, any one person. The word ‘brain’ 
brings into focus the fundamental principle of Maharishi Vedic Science that 
the development of individual awareness produced by Maharishi’s 
Technologies of Consciousness is linked to corresponding changes in the 
physiology:*° as is stated at the beginning of the Definition: ‘Maharishi 


45 See, for example: Maharishi Mahesh Yogi on the Bhagavad-Gita, op. cit., 1V.38, 
pp. 363-364. 
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enlivens the knowledge and experience of Veda, the total potential of 
Natural Law, within the physiology of everyone’ (Maharishi—6). 

The phrase ‘every other university in the world’ expresses, with all 
possible emphasis, the contemporary reality that only in Maharishi Vedic 
University and its associated, accredited institutions is the complete 
knowledge and experience of consciousness available to every student, as 
an integral part of the curriculum of every discipline.*® 


Fruit of All Knowledge—4 


Fulfilment of the quest for knowledge is the offer of Maharishi Vedic 
University; other universities in the world have the ability to constantly 
increase the thirst for knowledge without ever satisfying it. 


‘The quest for knowledge’ and ‘the thirst for knowledge’ are linked 
phrases. The first phrase presents the collective view, the view of societies 
and civilizations past and present; something that is universal to the 
human condition. It demands ‘fulfilment’, which, Maharishi has made clear, 
can only come with the apprehension of all knowledge. 

The second phrase frames this view in individual terms: the 
universal quest for knowledge, Maharishi is pointing out, is found in every 
individual as the thirst for knowledge. ‘Thirst’ is an active word; it is our 
common experience that thirst initiates vigorous action to meet its needs, 
which is, in Maharishi’s term, to ‘satisfy’ it, to meet its demand. 

Maharishi elaborates here the challenge to the modern university; 
and it is a fundamental one: to ‘constantly increase the thirst for 
knowledge’—which is, it is implied, the natural desire of every student— 
with no prospect (as the word ‘ever’ conveys) of satisfying it, is a 
comprehensive failure of the university’s educational mission. It is fraught 
with implications for the immediate and life-long well-being of the 
student. 

The phrase ‘have the ability to’ is read in the limiting sense—‘have 
the ability (only) to-—as Maharishi goes on to explain. 


46 See: Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. (1997). Celebrating perfection in education: Dawn of 
total knowledge. Maharishi Vedic University Press. 
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Fruit of All Knowledge—5 


In any other university, as the student goes from class to class every 
year, he knows that he is gaining some new knowledge, but at the end 
of each year he becomes aware that a greater field of knowledge is 
lying ahead. In this way, every year the student grows in ignorance 
more than knowledge. This is the plight of university education in the 
world; that is why there is unrest and frustration in the youth of every 
country, and the government and the people of every country are 
dissatisfied with the education in their countries. 


This paragraph describes the process which underlies the contrast of the 
previous paragraph. Maharishi’s focus here is on the modern university 
and the society which is built on the foundation of education, particularly 
higher education. The scope is world-wide: ‘any other university’; 
‘university education in the world’; and ‘every country’. 

The first sentence of the paragraph places attention on the process 
of education in the modern university. ‘Gaining some new knowledge’ 
describes the ordinary experience of a student working in a particular 
discipline. The ‘greater field of knowledge’ which progressively opens in 
this process refers both to disciplinary knowledge already in place, which 
the student has yet to learn. Maharishi points out in uncompromising 
terms that the result of this process for the student runs directly counter 
to the expected nature of education: the growth of ignorance is greater 
than the growth of knowledge. It is a striking conclusion. 

The second sentence traces the implications of that process for 
society at large. For students themselves the outcome is ‘unrest and 
frustration’. Maharishi notes that this is true for ‘the youth of every 
country’; that is, whatever the apparent differences in culture or political 
systems between countries. For each country in the world, Maharishi goes 
on, the persistence of social unrest and frustration testifies to the 
shortcomings of its educational system. 

The word used to describe this world-wide condition, taken as a 
whole, is ‘plight’, which carries the sense of a highly unfortunate state, with 
an apparent lack of effective solutions.*’ It is also linked by footnote to a 
later section in the book, ‘Comparison of Modern Science and Maharishi’s 
Vedic Science’, which displays in table form the clear contrast between the 


47 Oxford English Dictionary. 
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two systems of knowledge and between their implications for life, when 
applied.*8 

Maharishi is here developing an analysis of modern education that 
extends the critique of it undertaken so far in the Definition. The 
comprehensive remedy for these inadequacies and their impacts, for the 
student and for the society at large, is now offered. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—6 


Maharishi Vedic University is the all-time, supreme fulfilment of 
education in the world. Its specialty is in offering every student the 
whole range of pure and applied knowledge through such a skilful 
system of teaching that the student develops the ability to 
spontaneously think and act from the field of enlightenment within 
himself, without the shadow of ignorance in his awareness. 


Maharishi presents Maharishi Vedic University as both a contrast to the 
modern system of education described in the previous paragraph and the 
comprehensive solution to its diminished condition. Instead of ‘some new 
knowledge’, with ‘a greater field of knowledge lying ahead’ each year, it 
offers ‘the whole range of pure and applied knowledge’; a description, we 
remember, that has been laid out earlier in the Definition: 


Maharishi Vedic University is the university of pure and applied 
knowledge, the pure and applied knowledge of the Veda. (Maharishi 
Vedic University—4) 


Veda is the structure and function of pure knowledge. It 
encompasses the whole range of science and technology; it is theory 
and practice at the same time. (Vedic—8) 


Moreover, Maharishi emphasises that every student of Maharishi Vedic 
University, whatever curriculum she or he is studying, gains this whole 
range of knowledge as ‘the field of enlightenment within himself’. This 
draws on the fundamental principle previously established: ‘knowledge is 
structured in consciousness’ (Maharishi Vedic University—2). 

With this experience gained, Maharishi teaches, all thought and 
action of the student, in the natural course of living, spontaneously arises 


48 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 104-113. 
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from ‘the field of enlightenment’—the Unified Field of Natural Law, as we 
have seen. This field, as Maharishi has explained in detail throughout the 
Definition, is available to the student ‘within himself’: it is the highest value 
of self-sufficiency. How this is brought about—‘a skilful system of 
teaching’—is developed in detail in the book.*? 

The clause ‘without the shadow of ignorance in his awareness’ stands 
opposite to the experience of modern higher education described in the 
previous paragraph—‘every year the student grows in ignorance more 
than knowledge’—and presents a complete remedy for that plight. 

On these foundations Maharishi declares Maharishi Vedic University 
to be ‘the all-time, supreme fulfilment of education in the world’. Education 
reaches its highest level, and is offered by Maharishi to all the teachers and 
students of the world, in perpetuity. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—7 


This supreme system of education, applied in the context of today’s 
science-based education to develop the ‘fruit of all knowledge’—higher 
states of consciousness and enlightenment in every student—is the 
fulfilment of the age-long quest of the wise and experienced educators 
of the world to evolve a perfect system of education that could create a 
perfect man and a perfect society. 


Maharishi re-emphasises the stature of his educational system as 
‘supreme’, as presented in the preceding paragraph. We remember that in 
the first section of the Definition ‘supreme’ is associated with the stature 
of ‘Maharishi’: 


Maharishi is the custodian of supreme intelligence; Maharishi 
Consciousness is the fountain-head of pure knowledge, the Veda, and 
its infinite organizing power. (Maharishi—8) 


This highest education, the present paragraph continues, is ‘applied in the 
context of today’s science-based education’. Here is a central theme of 
Maharishi’s teaching on knowledge and education. In the context of the 
Definition, the theme draws on the footnote of two paragraphs earlier, 


49 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Maharishi’s Absolute Theory of Education’, 
pp. 64-85. 
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which refers to the later section in the book, ‘Comparison of Modern 
Science and Maharishi’s Vedic Science’. 5° 

In the phrase ‘science-based education’ Maharishi is describing 
modern education as a whole, which has its roots in the paradigm of 
modern science. Maharishi makes it clear that the education of Maharishi 
Vedic University is not taught separately to, or outside of, modern 
education: on the contrary, through what has been described in the 
preceding paragraph, as ‘a skilful system of teaching’, it is implemented ‘in 
the context’ of modern education, which is thereby transformed to deliver 
the highest goal of education, the ‘fruit of all knowledge’. 

We saw, in the second paragraph of this section, that ‘fruit of all 
knowledge’ is identified with ‘enlightenment to every student’ and 
‘fulfilment to every student’. These descriptions are now directly linked to 
‘higher states of consciousness’, which has been introduced in the first 
paragraph of this section. 

In contrasting modern higher education with the educational system 
of Maharishi Vedic University, in preceding paragraphs of this section, 
Maharishi has referred to ‘every other university in the world’ 
(Maharishi—3), ‘other universities in the world’ (Maharishi—4), ‘any 
other university’ (Maharishi—5), ‘university education in the world’ 
(Maharishi—7). In the present paragraph this contemporary perspective 
is extended across time, ‘age-long’, and includes all those who have worked 
to offer education over that time, ‘the wise and experienced educators of 
the world’. Yet wise and experienced as they may be, Maharishi observes 
that their aspirations have not, in any time, been achieved: their work has 
remained a ‘quest’—that ‘plight of university education in the world’ 
which has just been analysed (Maharishi—5). It is only with the advent of 
Maharishi Vedic University, Maharishi states, that this quest can be 
fulfilled. What ‘fulfilment’ means in this context is of the highest value: ‘a 
perfect system of education that could create a perfect man and a perfect 


50 In this later section of the book, Maharishi points out the clear inadequacies of 
scientific knowledge and its applications, when compared with Maharishi Vedic 
Science and its applications. For example: “Modern science provides incomplete and 
fragmented knowledge of Natural Law. As life is holistic it cannot be completely 
lived on the basis of incomplete knowledge—A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.... This results in the continuous violation of the holistic value of Natural Law, 
which impedes progress and even destroys life.” In contrast: “Maharishi Vedic 
Science provides complete and holistic knowledge of Natural Law to gain the 
support of Natural Law, bringing life in accordance with Natural Law, resulting in 
the spontaneous ability to live full evolutionary value of Natural Law in daily life.” 
Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., pp. 104-105). 
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society’. We note the sequence ‘system of education’, to ‘man’, to ‘society’: 
Maharishi points out that it is education that is responsible for the quality 
of individual life, and through the collective life of individuals, for the 
quality of life of society. 

‘Perfection’ is a new word in the Definition: we may see it implied in 
the description of enlightenment in the previous paragraph: ‘without the 
shadow of ignorance in his awareness’. ‘Perfection’ is directly linked to 
‘supreme’: there would appear no higher value than this. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—8 


Study of consciousness through the Vedic Literature as organized in 
Maharishi’s Vedic Science, and research in consciousness through 
Maharishi’s Transcendental Meditation is the key to this supreme 
achievement in the field of education for the whole future of mankind. 


In this penultimate paragraph, Maharishi brings ‘consciousness’ to the 
centre of attention. As we have seen, Maharishi has systematically 
developed the teaching on consciousness in the ‘University’ section 
through his analysis of the Richo Ak-kshare verse of Rk Veda. That section 
concluded an unambiguous statement of the criteria for a university to be 
worthy of the name: 


This means that the study of consciousness and research in 
consciousness is the most vital aspect ofa university which fulfils the 
true meaning of the word, ‘University’. (University—12) 


Therefore the name ‘University’ is significant only if it offers the 
complete theoretical and practical knowledge of consciousness. 
(University—13) 


In the second paragraph of the succeeding section this conclusion was 
brought to bear on the nature and stature of Maharishi Vedic University: 


As knowledge is structured in consciousness, Maharishi Vedic 
University, the university of pure knowledge and its infinite 
organizing power, the University of Maharishi’s Vedic Science and 
Technology, is the University of Consciousness. (Maharishi Vedic 
University—2) 
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The centrality of consciousness to Maharishi Vedic University is therefore 
unambiguous. Indeed, Maharishi presents them as an identity: ‘Maharishi 
Vedic University...is the University of Consciousness.’ 

In the current paragraph Maharishi explains further the two 
fundamental approaches to consciousness of Maharishi Vedic University: 
the ‘study of consciousness’ and ‘research in consciousness’. 

Maharishi first specifies the content which is to be studied: ‘Vedic 
Literature as organized in Maharishi’s Vedic Science’ We note that the 
reference is not to Vedic literature as it might be understood by other 
commentators, but to the Vedic Literature as Maharishi has presented and 
taught it in his Vedic Science, to which the word ‘organized’ is central. That 
teaching is laid out in detail in this book, with respect both to its content 
and to the methods of studying it.5! 

The phrase ‘research in consciousness’ has already been introduced 
(University—12). Here Maharishi makes it clear that this means the 
practice of his Transcendental Meditation program. Clearly this 
description transforms the way in which the term ‘research’ is to be 
understood, to incorporate a systematic subjective approach. Again, this is 
a teaching which is laid out throughout the book, as in Maharishi’s writings 
and lectures over many decades. 

Maharishi brings together study of consciousness and research in 
consciousness as the ‘key’ to realising the vision of ideal education. We 
remember that the previous paragraph has referred to ‘today’s science- 
based education’. The ‘key’ implies that if these two elements are present 
even in that context, that vision will become a reality. 

Maharishi takes the historical dimension of education, the ‘age-long 
quest’ of the previous paragraph, forward to complete fulfillment, not only 
at the present time but ‘for the whole future of mankind’. The word ‘future’ 
here may include both the dimensions of the future, across space and time, 
and the quality of human life in that future. 


Fruit of All Knowledge—9 


As knowledge is structured in consciousness, consciousness is the basic 
reality of all knowledge. 


51 Maharishi Vedic University, op. cit., ‘Structure of Knowledge in Consciousness’, 
pp. 45-60. 
52 [bid., ‘Maharishi’s Transcendental Meditation and TM-Sidhi Programme’, p. 142. 
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In this sentence Maharishi frames the central teaching of the Definition. 
‘Knowledge’ is the central concern of every university. The principle 
‘Knowledge is structured in consciousness’ has been introduced and 
developed in the preceding section (Maharishi Vedic University—2). 

In the present paragraph, Maharishi explains that, given the truth of 
this principle, the second principle follows. It brings forward and 
crystallises teaching introduced and developed earlier: 


The name ‘University’ is justified only if it first provides the holistic 
structure of knowledge, the knowledge of consciousness—the 
unmanifest, basic reality of life, the total potential of the organizing 
power of Natural Law—and then provides the knowledge of the 
parts—the knowledge of the expressions of consciousness in the 
whole manifest, diverse universe. (University—6) 


The principle, ‘consciousness is the basic reality of all knowledge’, is, as 
Maharishi has explained in the Definition, the motivation for the 
establishment of Maharishi Vedic University. Maharishi has brought it to 
light in the context of a modern educational system where this principle is 
not known or applied. It is central to the uniqueness of Maharishi Vedic 
University in today’s world. It lays the ground for Maharishi’s offer of the 
highest value of education, for all societies, for all generations to come. 53 


CONCLUSION 


We have traced the development of the Definition through its five sections 
in accord with the methodology of close reading, as we have laid it out. We 
have placed particular attention on the central principles, terms, and 
logical development of Maharishi’s teaching. These constitute the 
foundations for the book, as Maharishi goes on to unfold them in detail. 

As we work through this teaching, with care and attention, as readers 
and students of Maharishi Vedic Science, its greatness is increasingly 
revealed. In Maharishi’s words, this teaching is the ‘supreme achievement 
in the field of education for the whole future of mankind’ (Fruit of All 
Knowledge—8). 


5 The later section, ‘All Knowledge of Modern Science in One Verse of Rk Veda’ 
(pp. 94-103) is footnoted to this paragraph. That section presents the Richo Ak- 
Kshare verse of Rk Veda as the underlying structure of pure knowledge, and 
demonstrates its expression in detail for each of the principal modern disciplines. 
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As this theme of the highest knowledge of education is presented, 
Maharishi is simultaneously laying out the fundamental principles of his 
Vedic Science, as expressed in the sub-title of the book, ‘Vedic Knowledge 
For Everyone’. 

This offer may remind us of Maharishi’s commentary on the last 
verse of Chapter Five of the Bhagavad-Gita, where Lord Krishna's 
invitation is described as “so full, friendly, and peaceful.”54+ Maharishi’s 
invitation has the same quality of compassion: the knowledge and 
experience of enlightenment offered to every person, bringing peace and 
fulfillment to the global family. We can only express our deep appreciation 
and gratitude for it. 

We conclude with the text which accompanies the portrait of 
Maharishi at the beginning of this book: 


My introduction to Vedic University is the beacon light of Vedic 
Civilization, celebrating perfection in enlightenment and 
fulfilment—full blossoming of Natural Law in the daily life of every 
individual and every nation. — Maharishi 


The first publication of Maharishi’s teaching in 1955 was titled Beacon 
Light of the Himalayas: The Dawn of a Happy New Era.°° Here, in Maharishi 
Vedic University: Vedic Knowledge for Everyone published 40 years later in 
1994, the phrase ‘beacon light’ appears again, speaking to the continuity 
of Maharishi’s teaching throughout the decades. Maharishi’s teaching on 
higher education is the practical foundation for the building of an 
enlightened world: ‘full blossoming of Natural Law in the daily life of every 
individual and every nation’. 


54 Maharishi Mahesh Yogi on the Bhagavad-Gita, op. cit., p. 433. 

55 Maharishi Bala Brahmachari Mahesh Yogi Maharaj. (1955). Beacon light of the 
Himalayas: The dawn of a happy new era. Shri Shankaracharya Brahmanand 
Saraswathi Adyatmik Vikas Mandal. 


67 


